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HOLIDAY DRIVING

The Christmas and New Year holiday season in-
vartiably brings a sharp Increase in accidental
deaths and injuries. Last year, three TAC people
died in automobile acclhents between 20
December 1974 and & January 1978 - ragic
lossas duting an otherwlse joyous geason.

‘Saveral conditions combine 10 maka these holi-
' day periods particutatly dangerous. More people
travel 10 wvisit friends and relatives. Thare is
Increased axposure 1o crowded  highways, bad
weather and longer hours of darkness. Combing
these with an increased coitsumption of alcohol
{involved in two of last year's mishaps) and we
have an accident looking for a place to happen.
One more factor has been added .. the 55-mile-
per-hour speed limit. While this lower speed limit
has saved lives, it can also increase the time
drivers spend behind the wheel. We cannot cover
the same distances as before without 1aking
more time and becoming more fatigued.

Commanders, functional managers and super-
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COL J.D. MOORE
Chief of Safely

visors, with the help of their safety peoplel
should plan now to tombat holiday deaths with
an aggressive safety education prograrn. Initiate
“Lights on for Sefety” program for the Christmas
and New Year holidays. Recommend that drivers
of both governmont and privately-owned vehiiles
drive with headlights on during the day. Lights
incfease other drivers' safety awareness and
make wehicles easier to see, especially in bad
wesather and during the gawh/Mtwilight hours.

Safery educationh works it opplied
conscientiousty and enthusiastically. Use the tips
oftered in the article on page 20 of this issuey
Stress the importance of sobnety and allowing
ample time for travel. Films, posters, newspaper
articles and wvehicle inspection programs are
some of the other tools available to commanders
and supervisors. Death never takes a holiday
let’s bring ‘'em back alive at the end of “75.

-t

Have a good onel e
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TACTICAL AIR COMMAND
AIRCREWMEN of DISTINCTION

0‘“ 10 October 1875, Captain Gilbert and
Second Lieutenant Connell, a student crew in the
F-4E, had completed a live DART firing and were
returning to base. On GCA base leg, Captain Gil-
bert lowered the landing gear and [lLieutenant
Connell immediately noticed that the main gear
wag down and locked, but the nose gear indi-
cated unsafe. He advised Captain Gilbert, who
racycled the gear in an attempt to get a down
and locked indication. The main gear retracted
and locked, but the nose gear rermained unsafe.
At this time, they noticed & master caution light,
a check hydraulic gauges light and zero utility hy-
draulic pressure. Captain Gitbert flew the aircrah
past the tower and was advised that the nose
gear was cocked down at a 45° angle.

Captain Gilbert accomplished emergency gear 1

-

lowering procedures while Lieutenant Connell Capt William H, Gilbert
read the appropriste emergency checklist. Main 45018t Tacﬁcai Fighter
gedr indicated down and locked, but the nose Rupiaiement SqEadron
gear still indicated unsafe. They weare joined by a 56th Tactical F‘:;'hter Wing
chase pilot who confirmed that the noSe gear MacDill AFB Fla

was codked down at about 45°. Captain Gliberi
porpoised-the aircraft in an unsuccessful attempt
{o get the nose gear down. During this time, the
rullway was being foamed for their landing. A
practice straight-in approach was fiown, 30 that
Captain Gilbert and Lieutenant Conneli sould fa-
miliarize themselves with the foam strip. Another
straight in was flown to landjng. The aircraft was
larwded shori of the foam, the nose gently
lowered into the foam, and then the drag chute
was deployed. Directional control was maintained
by judicious use of emergency brakes. After the
aircraft came to rest, the crew shut down the
engings and egressed normally] Due to Captain
Gitbert's accurate touchdown, exceptional skif! in
easing the nose down to the runway, and keep-
ing the aircraft in the foam, damage was limited
to scraping of the 20mm cannon muzzle fairing.
Excellent crew coordination, professional

judgement, and skill resulted in recovery of a 2d Lt Thomas M. Connell
valuable combat aircraft with minimum damage. 45013t Tactical Fighter
Theelr actions quahfy Captain Gilbert and Replacement Squadron
Ligutenant Connell for this month's TAC Airs 5&th Tactical Fighter Wing

crevemen of Distinction Award. "x‘, MacDill AFB Fla
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F-4 MARK Il Anti-
Skid System Update

By Capt Marty Stecre, F-4 SPO

Some hot poop on the Mark !l anti-skid
system just came in. As most of you know, the
Mark Nl improvement is derived from smooth,
modulated valve operation and C€rossover pro-
tection which prevents wheel lock-up on a wet
runiway. The new system can be energized at
higlh speed. without apprehension of a locked
wheel,

In its present state, the Mark ||l system
improved F-4 wet runway braking performance
by 7.4 to 12.7 percent and dry runway perfor-
maince by 9 to 13 percent. The manufacturer
stafes that a minor valve change will provide a
further increase in system response and braking
effectiveness ... an additional 7 to 10 percent!
Tegting is underway to confirm this.

The following test results show the F-4 stop-
pirqg distance and percent improvemsent ve-
loclities comparing present Mark Il with the new
Mark Il system.
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Total Distance (Feet)]

|  Wet Runwa
Mark 11

M_arkT

Delivery of Mark lll anti-skid system TCTO kits
began last month at a rate of 100 kits per
month. Installations will be at field level and an
18-month installation schedule is planned.

We'd like to give our special thanks to a
former HQ TAC F-4 SPO, Lt Col Burt Miller, He
was instrumental in pushing this mod through.
Burt has. traded in his B-B stacker and bean
counter for a Starfighter at Luke. His efforts to
get the MK Il system may save a lot of Phantom
jocks from riding the wild rhinoceros down a
wet runway ... sideways. .-i‘...
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Down to Earth Ground Safety Quotes and Notes
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TOTAL ACFT. ACCIDENTS
MAJOR ACFT. ACCIDENTS
AIRCREW FATALITIES
TOTAL EJECTIONS
SUCCESSFUL EJECTIONS

" FIGHTER/RECCE WINGS _

8| 4 TPW
3127 TFW

136 ARW

143 S06
DET 1, D.C.  ANG
135 TASG ANG

MAIOR ACCIDENT COMPARISON RATE 74-75
(BASED ON ACCIDENTS PER 100,000 HOURS FLYING TIME)

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
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